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MEETING
TUESDAY NOV 25™
SPM
AT THE BLOOMFIELD
CIVIC CENTER
84 Broad Street, Bloomfield

THE LIFE AND
TIMES OF
THEODORE
ROOSEVELT:
Our First Modern
President

On November 25, 2003, a Tuesday, the
Historical Society of Bloomfield will
sponsor a' program covering the turbulent,
exciting life of our 26th president,
Theodore Roosevelt. This program will
be given at the Civic Center, 84 Broad
Street, at 8:00 p.m.

Charles McSorley, a Rutgers University
graduate and American History major, is
the guest speaker. Mr. McSorley is a
member of APIC (American Political
Items Collector) and a deltiologist, or col-
lector and dealer in old postcards. Mr.
McSorley describes Theodore Roosevelt
as a flamboyant politician, Rough Rider,
our first environmental president, a trust
buster, winner of the Nobel Peace Prize,
and a man of tremendous vitality and
capacity for life.

T.R.’s Progressive “Bull Moose” Party
in 1912 was far ahead of its time. It advo-
cated regulation of trusts, the direct pri-
mary, women’s suffrage, better factory
working conditions, an 8 hour day, mini-
mum wage standards, prohibition of child
labor, and a government-sponsored health
program!

How did the American people react to
this man? Mr. McSorley will use political
cartoons, slides, music and lecture to
answer that question.

This program is free and open to the
public, all in the progressive tradition.
Refreshments will be served. Parking is
available off State Street, behind the
library. This is November 25, 2003, at
8:00 p.m., 84 Broad Street, Bloomfield.

5
Gift To The Historical Society Museum

Sitting beside a portrait bust of herself is Mrs. David Oakes Il (1886-1980). The artist who
created this superb likeness is Rosalind Haut Gohr of 249 Belleville Avenue, who modeled Mrs.
Oakes in clay as they sat at the kitchen table of 240 Belleville Avenue, now Oakeside Cultural
Center. Mrs. Gohr has generously presented the bust to the Historical Society of Bloomfield
Museum, where it will be placed on display as a tribute to this legendary public figure.

Bloomfield’s Grandest House

In October of 1943, The Van Kuren Wrecking Company of Irvington began the demolition of
Bloomfield’s grandest house: the residence of Thomas Oakes II at 249 Belleville Avenue. The
original structure had been built in 1853 by David Oakes from designs published by
Philadelphia architect, Samuel Sloan. In 1878, David Oakes died, and his son enlarged the
house, probably with the help of his cousin, architect Joseph Kingsland Oakes. The remodel-
ing raised the house to three stories in height, with a new attic story and a wing to the north,
which removed the kitchen from the basement to a more convenient location on the first floor.
Oakes then moved his family from another mansion at the corner of Williamson and Belleville
Avenues, which later became the Murray Funeral Home, to the old family homestead next to the
Morris Canal.

REMEMBERING OUR LOCAL VETERANS

Walter Haut

In October of 1943, a young man from Newark was serving in the Air Force in Burma. Walter
Haut, 25, although an only son and obliged to wear glasses, both of which were enough to dis-
qualify him from military service. He was also an amateur “ham” radio operator, and had some
knowledge of radar from his employment at I. .T. These abilities made him an ideal candidate
of the United States Air Force, and he was able to enlist in September of 1942, in spite of these
exemptions,

Just a week before his fatal encounter with the Japanese Zero, Haut had an encounter with
another Japanese plane. He described the experience in his notebook (later returned to his fam-
ily with the rest of his personal effects). The photo on page 2 shows him with his head through
the wing of the severely damaged plane in which he was flying.

His decorations included the Distinguished Flying Cross, and Air Medal and he had been rec-

(continued on pg. 2)
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PRESIDENT'S MESSAGE
NOVEMBER, 2003

One Wednesday afternoon, having time off from my
job, 1 stopped in at the Museum just to look around. I
was so excited by the historical objects 1 saw and the
history that was documented that I promised myself I
would volunteer when I retired. Now, I find myself not
only enjoying working there, but President. How good
can it get!

Much has been done by those people who volunteer in
the Society and Museum to preserve the Township’s his-
tory and bring in the latest technology to better serve the
members and the Township. My goal as President is to
continue their good work and initiate programs to make
the public aware of the treasure in their midst. I hope,
especially, to work with the schools to help make histo-
ry entertaining, not just an educational requirement.

—Pat Cavanaugh

ENJOY OUR MUSEUM

Located above the Children's Library at 90 Broad
Street. HOURS: Wednesday from 2:00 to 4:30pm
all year. Saturday from 10:00am to 12:30pm
September to mid-June and by appointment (973)
743-8844.
MEMBERSHIP FOR THE HISTORICAL
SOCIETY OF BLOOMFIELD

Dues: Individual $7.00, Couple $10.00

Student (under 18 years) $5.00

Organization (non-profit) $10.00

Organization (commercial) $25.00

Please send check, payable to "The Historical Society of
Bloomfield", along with your name, address, and tele-
phone number to: Membership Chairman

Historical Society of Bloomfield, 90 Broad Street,
Bloomfield, New Jersey 07003

Not many details are
known about this occa-
sion, which appears to
be the dedication of a
statue of The Blessed |
Virgin Mary which was
located on the north-
bound side of the
Garden State Parkway [
just  south of the
Belleville Avenue
bridge. It stood on the ;
premises of the Murray

Funeral Home from
1957 until sometime
before The Home

merged with another
and the building was
demolished. The date §
of the photograph is |
stamped on the back as §
"week of June 29, '57.
The officiating priest
has been identified as
Monsignor Thomas F.
Burke, Pastor of the Sacred Heart
Church of Bloomfield and it is likely
that the day was a Sunday and that the
ceremony took place after the 12 o'clock
Mass.

editor.

who remembers this event or who recog-
nizes anyone else in the group is asked
to inform the Historical Society or this

The site of the statue is now over-

Staff Sergeant Walter Haut clowns with some unidentified Army officers as he
pokes his head through a large hole in the wing of his plane, a result of an attack
by a Japanese Zero. Exactly one week later, Haut was shot down in another
engagement with a Japanese fighter plane. He and other members of his five

man crew were killed.

WALTER HAUT...

(continued from pg. 1)
ommended for an award of the

Silver Star for Gallantry.

Exactly 60 years later, his sister,
Mrs. Rosalind Haut Gohr, sat in her
living room in the garden apartments
built on the Oakes Estate at 249
Belleville Avenue, where she has
lived since 1967, and looked through
her family pictures and mementoes.
She has carefully preserved the let-
ters and pictures received from her
brother, the medals he had been
awarded (including the Purple

Heart) and the clippings from news-
papers which announced his death.
Although several lifetimes have
passed since her brother waved
goodbye to his family in Newark,
Mrs. Gohr admits that the pain of his
death is still with her. According to
her religious customs, she will light
a candle in his memory at a special
memorial service of remembrance in
October, a custom shared by most
Catholic, Protestant, and other reli-
gious groups.

grown with small trees and thick under-
brush. It is doubtful that the very heavy
statue would have been allowed to
remain there, but when was it removed
and where did it go? These two other
answers would add to the interest of the
now historic scene.

A copy of the photo was sent to John
Gibson, whose family is connected with
that church. They have done some
research and found a few names that can
be matched with the people in the photo.

No other details are known. Anyone

¥ :
From the photo: (left) Edgar O’Leary, Sr, and pos-
sibly sons of Fran Murray. Right: Possibly Peggy
O’Boyle






