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MEETING: NOVEMBER 25 
8pm, Bloomfield Civic Center THE COMMON SOLDIER IN THE REVOLUTIONARY WAR Atalkby Richard Patterson 

The Historical Society of Bloomfield has 
invited Richard Patterson to speak at its 
November 25th meeting at the Bloomfield Civic 
Center. He is very well-qualified to speak about 
the common soldier during our war for inde­
pendence. Mr. Patterson is Executive Director 
of the Old Barracks Museum in Trenton, New 
Jersey, and in fact oversaw the restoration of this 
244 year old National Historic Landmark. The 
$7 million restoration was award-winning, on 
time and under budget. In 2000 the Old 
Barracks Museum achieved full accreditation 
from the prestigious American Association of 
Museums. 

During his tenure, the Old Barracks has host­
ed eight reenactments of the Battles of Trenton. 
A highlight was an enactment in 2001 for the 
225th anniversary of General Washington's 
crossing of the Delaware, the march to Trenton 
and the Battles of Trenton and Princeton. 

Prior to the Old Barracks, Mr. Patterson was 
Director of Van Cortland Manor, Croton-on-
Hudson, and Director of Education at the 
Richmond Restoration on Staten Island. 

Mr. Patterson's academic credentials include a 
B.A. in American History from Hunter College 
and an M. A. in American History from the State 
University of New York at Albany. 

Mr. Patterson will speak at 8:00pm on 
November 25th at the Bloomfield Civic Center, 
following a short business meeting. The public 
and members are invited to attend. Come and 
enjoy the program. Refreshments will be served 

ENJOY OUR MUSEUM 
Located above the Children's Library at 
90 Broad Street. 
HOURS: 
Wednesday from 2:00 to 4:30pm all year. 
Saturday from 10:00am to 12:30pm September to 
mid-June and by appointment 
(973) 566-6220. 

MEMBERSHIP FOR THE 
HISTORICAL SOCIETY OF 

BLOOMFIELD 
Dues: Individual $7.00, Couple $10.00 
Student (under 18 years) $5.00 
Organization (non-profit) $10.00 
Organization (commercial) $25.00 
Please send check, payable to "The Historical Society 
of Bloomfield", along with your name, address, and 
telephone number to: 
Membership Chairman 
Historical Society of Bloomfield 
90 Broad Street 
Bloomfield, New Jersey 07003 

"CELEBRATING" ADAM ME 

Shown here is Adam Metz's residence at 22 Canal Street (now Maple Street). It was offered for sale in the 
early years of the last century and was listed as having ten rooms . . . none of them bathrooms . . . and as 
suitable for conversion to a two-family house. It still stands, but with the blinds and gingerbread orna­
mentation removed, an addition to the left (containing bathrooms), and vinyl siding covering whatever 
remains of its 19th century appearance. 

By Patricia Post In Life... 
Adam Metz was a citizen of Bloomfield in the 

mid through late 19th century. Although Mr. Metz 
was only on this earth for a short time, having died 
in 1890 at the age of 51 (which would have been 
considered well past middle age in 1890), he 
accomplished much in his lifetime. He was first 
and foremost a baker, operating his business out of 
his small home at 22 Canal Street (present-day 
Maple Street). Because of his desire to expand his 
bakery business, Mr. Metz purchased a larger piece 
of property, located at 446-448 Bloomfield Avenue 
(this property was previously owned by a Mr. 
Crogan; yes! from the same Croughan family of 
previous issues!), and immediately had ovens 
installed in the basement. However, his plan of 
expanding his bakery was quickly extinguished by 
two friends from Newark, both of whom were com­
mercial bakers serving the Bloomfield area. They 
encouraged Metz to open a hotel/tavern on the 
property instead. In actuality, they were really 
doing Metz a favor because the hotel was a success. 

During this time the Metz Hotel was comparable 
to the modest banquet halls of today. Many 
Bloomfield townspeople celebrated their special 
affairs in the form of dances and dinners at the 
hotel. An article in The Bloomfield Citizen, dated 
April 18,1885, reads: "The invitation given by the 
Batchelor's Club, at Adam Metz's Hall, last night, 
was a good success. About 50 couples were pres­
ent and enjoyed dancing till the early hours of the 
morning." This gives a pretty good indication of 
the festive times had by many at the hotel. Also, if 
some patrons had "too good of a time" and they 
could not make it home, well, then, there were 
rooms available right upstairs!! 

The structure of the hotel was unique in itself, 
consisting of two 19th century buildings, each from 
different dates, joined together as one. The eastern 
portion is apparently the newer side due to the fact 
that it sported shingles on the gable end with a 
"jerkin head", or clipped roof - both features seen 
later in the century. There was about a five foot gap 
in between the structures which was bridged with a 
frame link that consisted of a window in the center 
above the main entrance. To span the valley 
between the two roofs, a "cricket" was added in 
order to deter snow and rain from accumulating in 
this space and causing damage to the rooms below. 

The hotel used a cash till from 1878 through 1946 
(the year the entire business was sold), eliminating 
the need for a cash register. Although the majority 
of cash tills were made from solid hard wood, the 
till used at the Metz Hotel was a solid chunk of 
marble on which the cash grooves were chiseled. 
Each groove was used for a different coin denomi­
nation. This till was made especially for the Metz 
Hotel and is currently on display at the Historical 
Society of Bloomfield's Museum on Broad Street. 

This was Adam Metz, the businessman. As for 
Adam Metz, the private citizen, he was a member 
of the Knights of Pythias, Eureka Chapter, who 
were active in Bloomfield during this time. Being 
of German descent, Metz was also a member of the 
"K.U.V." Freundschafts Bund, German Lodge 
Knights of Honor, Newark, and Franz Siegel Co. 
W.G.B.S. He was also a husband and a father, 
being married to Elizabeth Bidder, the "girl next 
door" and daughter of the owner of the Bidder 
Paper Box Factory, and fathering several children: 
Annie E. Metz and Kate Metz, both of whom died 
in 1864 at 4 years of age and 2 years of age, respec­
tively. He also had four sons who continued the 
business after Adam's death. Elizabeth Metz out­
lived her husband by 22 years. All are buried in 
Bloomfield Cemetery. 

If you wanted to visit the Metz Hotel today you 
would, unfortunately, be about 48 years too late, as 
the hotel was demolished in January 1954 to 
accommodate a Garden State Parkway bridge, of 
all things. A photograph and description of the 
demolition can be seen on page 123 in "the book"; 
as well as a photo of the Metz Hotel during its hey­
day. 

As for Adam Metz himself, you may visit his 
gravesite at the Bloomfield Cemetery (on the hill 
near the northwestern comer). His impressive 
grave "stone", which was purchased from Sears-
Roebuck, is actually made of cast metal and gives a 
very good description of Metz's genealogical histo­
ry. 

Adam Metz and his hotel were a part of a special 
time in Bloomfield when life was simpler and the 
town "hall" was the place to go for celebrations. 

And in Death . . . 
The Metz celebrations did not end with the death 

of Adam Metz. In fact, well, rather than go into a 
long-winded narrative, I will let you read for your-

(continued on next pg.) 



Letters To The Editor 
Dear Fred: 

What a wonderful article [about Asbury Park] in the Bloomfield HS 
newsletter! It brought back so many memories! Of course, we never 
participated in the day sponsored by the Pru, but the Caldwell 
Presbyterian Church Sunday School had such a day each year. My 
father's sister went to that church, so she and her two boys always went 
on the excursion. By the time I was about eleven or twelve, my fam­
ily went to Asbury the same day. Not on the same train, but from the 
same New Jersey Central Railroad Station on lower Broad Street in 
Newark, walked through Asbury Avenue, and there was the boardwalk 
and the ocean. 

I bet it brought back many smiles of pleasure to read it on the faces 
of your members, and I wonder what memories they might have. 

As ever, Sallie [Black] 
Editor's note: There was much more to Sallie's letter, some of 

which you can read on the following page. 
The following is a letter, dated August 12, 2002, written by Sally Meyer 
of the Glen Ridge Historical Society to our own, Mark Sceurman: 
Dear Mark: 

Thank you for donating the box of magic lantern slides taken by 
Alijah Brewer of 35 Highland Avenue, Glen Ridge. The historical col­
lection of the Glen Ridge Public Library has an album of prints made 
from some of these slides. We are happy to add the originals to our 
archives as a resource for making additional prints if the need arises. 

Sadly, many of the images are unidentified, thus limiting their use­
fulness in historical research. But as a broad pictorial record of life in 
the "country" at the turn of the century, they are very evocative. When 
I manage to find someone to make prints, I will call you to come see 
the results. 

I look forward to future exchanges of historical "goodies" that might 
come our way. Bloomfield and Glen Ridge may have severed the cord 
in 1895, but our histories are inextricably connected for all time. 

Sincerely, Sally Meyer 
Curator of the Museum Room (Glen Ridge Historical Society) 

PRESIDENTIAL MESSAGE 
NOVEMBER, 2002 

Now I am pleased to acknowledge and thank three loyal members who 
have given years of service to The Society: Marion Abendschoen, and 
Dorothy and Harry Greenfield. 

Marion Abendschoen, who is retiring from her position of 
Membership Chairman, held that position for many years. She quietly 
and efficiently got out the mailings to the membership and kept the 
records of the members up-to-date. She also made attractive handicrafts 
for our fund raising sales and served at the sales. She has been a pleasant, 
dependable friend and co-worker through the years. 

Dorothy and Harry Greenfield have given countless years of service 
in support of the Society. Dorothy was Treasurer for 15 years, having 
recently retired. She was dedicated to handling all facets of the job. 
Together Harry and she organized fund raising flea markets, poinsettia 
and chrysanthemum flower sales and Christmas boutiques along with the 
late Beatrice Alstein. Harry was always available for help in maintaining 
the Museum, be it building shelves or changing light bulbs. He is a tal­
ented woodworker who made many attractive decorative and practical 
objects for our gift boutiques. The Museum acquired the two big entrance 
doors to what had been Charles Moreau Davis' Classical School (1850). 
The doors were painted brown and very dirty. Harry saw what they had 
been like originally. He stripped off the paint and refinished one door, 
restoring the fine wood with its handsome carving and ornate hardware. 
The before and after are on permanent display in the Museum. Come in 
and admire. 

Dorothy and Harry Greenfield . . . we are indebted to them for so 
much 

—Ina Campbell 

A scene on the Third (or Yantecaw) River in 1938, showing 
Richard Branch (left) and his neighborhood chum, Donald Magai, 
"getting their feet wet" on a sunny day in the early spring. In the 
background is the wall built by the Oakes Company to keep floods 
out of their property. The site is now covered by the bridge used 
by cars entering the northbound lane of the Parkway from 
Belleville Avenue. (Photo by Frederick Branch, age 13) 

ADAM METZ... 
(continued from previous pg.) 
selves. The following contains a series of 
articles taken from The Bloomfield 
Citizen in 1890 which describe the events 
better than I ever could. . . 

-Patricia Post 
The Bloomfield Citizen 

Saturday, September 27,1890 
"Mr. Adam Metz, for many years a 

well-known hotel keeper in this town, 
died on Wednesday after a severe illness 
of several weeks' duration. Mr. Metz was 
in the 51st year of his age and had been a 
resident of Bloomfield about 30 years. 
The funeral services will take place on 
Sunday afternoon at 1:30. He was a 
member of the following societies: 
Eureka Lodge Knights of Pythias, K.W. V. 
Friendship Bund, German Lodge Knights 
of Honor, Newark, The Pioneer Club, 
Independent Shooting Corps, and Franz 
Siegel Co. W.G.B.S. Mr. Metz left writ­
ten instructions with regard to his funeral 
obsequies. His directions were that the 
members of the Independent Shooting 
Corps conduct the funeral, that he be 
buried in the uniform of the company, that 
the hearse be drawn by four horses, and 
that a brass band accompany his remains 
to the cemetery. 

Saturday, October 4,1890, pg.l 
Last Sunday we watched a funeral that 

was the most numerously attended, we 
think, of any that our town has ever seen. 
If a person happens to be a member of 
several societies or Orders, of which there 
are so many, he will be assured of a large 
following at his funeral. Many desire 
their burial services to be as quiet and 
simple as possible while there are others 
who take satisfaction in the thought of 
display. A famous Cardinal on his death 
bed said to a friend who stood by "Be sure 
to be at my funeral, for the music will be 
fine." 

Saturday, October 4,1890, pg.2 
A great deal of talk has been indulged in 

as to the action of some of the township 
officials with respect to the funeral of the 
late Adam Metz. Gross misstatements, 
exaggerated and in many instances false, 
have been made concerning the matter. 
Anyone who will give the facts in the case 
a moment's consideration will realize that 
the action of the Chairman of the 
Township Committee was strictly in the 
line of his duty and solely in the interest of 
law and order and a decent respect for the 
sanctity of the Sabbath Day. Mr. Metz left 
written instructions concerning his burial. 
In them he ordered that his saloon doors 
be thrown open and the guests at the 
funeral be regaled with beer free of 
charge. This was the part of the ceremo­
ny that appeared wrong in the estimation 
of the Township Committee, and to every 
other man who had the least regard for the 
reputation of the town. Mr. Ward consult­
ed with town counsel Richards as to the 
law bearing on the matter. Mr. Richards 
said that the turning out of the societies of 
which the deceased was a member and 
the employment of a brass band was 
allowable and nobody could interfere; 
with respect to the last part of the ceremo­
ny, there was no doubt that it was clearly 
wrong. 

Mr. Ward, Mr. Richards and Mr. Gilbert 
called on the undertaker, A.B. 
McDougall, and asked him what kind of 
demonstration would take place in the 
afternoon. Mr. McDougall informed 
them and said that the family did not 
intend to carry out the "open house" part 
of the programme. On hearing of this fact 
there was nothing more to be said on the 
subject. 

The prompt action taken by the 
Chairman of the Township Committee 

will commend itself to the larger and bot­
tom class of citizens. To have the enmity 
of those opposed to his action is undoubt­
edly more creditable to him than the 
friendship of such a class. 

Saturday, October 4,1890, pgJ 
The members of the "K.U.V." 

Freundschafts Bund had a meeting last 
night to take action on the death of broth­
er Adam Metz. The members will turn 
out in a body. 

Saturday, October 4,1890, pg.4 
"Adam Metz's Funeral" 

The largest funeral pageant doubtless 
ever witnessed in this town was that 
which accompanied the remains of the 
late Adam Metz to the cemetery last 
Sunday. It is estimated that 500 men were 
in the line of procession made up by the 
different societies of which deceased was 
a member. In addition to this there was a 
long line of coaches and private con­
veyances. A band of music marched in 
front of the mourners. The organizations 
represented were: The Pioneer 
Association of Newark, Independent 
Shooting Co., Franz Siegel Co. No. 12, 
W.G.S.B., Fortschritt Council, Order of 
Chosen Friends, Bloomfield Lodge 
Knights of Honor, Freundschafts Bund, 
Eureka Lodge Knights of Pythias and vis­
iting members of several other organiza­
tions. 

The remains lay in state in the large 
Hall known as Metz's Hall and were 
viewed by several hundred people. 
Deceased was clad in the uniform of the 
Independent Shooting Corps. The casket 
was of oak with heavy silver mountings. 
Each society presented a beautiful floral 
tribute in addition to those of the friends 
and family. The sidewalk was lined with 
spectators from the residence of the 
deceased to the cemetery. It is estimated 
that several thousand people were on the 
streets. Every [street] car arriving from 

Newark was crowded and a large num­
ber of the people came from Orange and 
Montclair. 

Undertaker A.B. McDougall had 
charge of the funeral and everything 
passed off very orderly. The services at 
the grave were in accordance with the rit­
ual of the Knights of Pythias. The reli­
gious services in the Hall were conducted 
by the Reverend Mr. Kaddemhahl of St. 
Stephen's Evangelical Church of Newark. 
The eight pall bearers were selected from 
among several societies present. 

Saturday, October 11,1890, p.l 
The "K.U.V." Freundschafts Bund paid 

the widow of the late brother Adam Metz 
on Thursday night, the sum of $183. 




